“The Call to Discipleship”

Week 4: “The Key to the Call”
April 20, 2008

New Beginnings Church
John 15:1-11 NASB
1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit. 3 "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. 8 "By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 9 "Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love. 11 "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.
ABIDE:
EVIDENCES OF ABIDING IN CHRIST

I.
CONFESSING _____________
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 1 John 4:15

"He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. 

John 6:56

II.
HAVING THE _________   ___________

By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given 

us of His Spirit. 1 John 4:13

And we know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given 

us. 1 John 3:24b
III.
____________ RIGHTEOUSLY


Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you 

abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; John 8:31

the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same 

manner as He walked. 1 John 2:6

And the one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. 

1 John 3:24a

Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does 

not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father 

and the Son. 2 John 9

(Also 1 John 2:17; 1 John 2:24)
IV.
______________ OTHER CHRISTIANS


And we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for 

us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God 

abides in him. 1 John 4:16

No one has beheld God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in 

us, and His love is perfected in us. 1 John 4:12

Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no 

murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 1 John 3:15

But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and 

closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?

1 John 3:17

(Also: 1 John 2:10; 1 John 3:14)
V.
OVERCOMING _________

No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows 

Him. 1 John 3:6


No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; 

and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 1 John 3:9
RESULTS OF ABIDING IN CHRIST
I.
BEARS MUCH ___________

"I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he 

bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. John 15:5
II.
CONFIDENT AT HIS ______________

And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may 

have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 

1 John 2:28
III.
ANSWERED _____________

"If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and 

it shall be done for you. John 15:7



Next Week (April 27, 2008): “The Evidence of the Call”








